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Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, 

but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 

 

–Matthew 7:15– 
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At first some of the warnings here might seem to be ridicu-

lous or unnecessary; and make you ask, “Why in the world 

would I need to be told these things?” The same could per-

haps be said about many things in the Bible, such as the 

command not to commit incest, or not get drunk, or not 

murder people. But we are a fallen race; and even though 

Western society has normalized standards of right and 

wrong for centuries, all of this moral normalization has 

come from the Anglican and Puritan views of Scripture; 

and was then translated into the law of America's founding 

fathers. Over time, the de-Biblicalization and demoraliza-

tion of America is quite evident. The twenty warnings here 

are against pastoral abuse; and the first ten are against 

power trips. They are necessary for all churches, but espe-

cially for those pastoring in non-denominational, inde-

pendent churches, with no church council or board of su-

pervision. These warnings are intended to guard pastors 

from all walks of life from falling into even the most out-

rageous errors. All of these principles have been extracted 

from personal experience with some bad pastors and from 

Ronald Enroth’s Churches That Abuse (1992). Pastors, 

please read and heed; and do your best to take care of your 

flocks for Jesus! 

 

AGAINST POWER TRIPS 

 

1. Matthew 23:9-10: “Do not call anyone on earth your 

father; for One is your Father, He who is in Heaven. 

And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, 

the Christ.” It has been commonly accepted to call pastors 

by titles, such as “Rev. John” or “Pastor John,” or in the 
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Catholic Church, “Father John,” but I don’t think Jesus 

really likes this idea. Notice in the New Testament that all 

of the apostles were addressed on a first name basis: Paul, 

Peter, James, and John, etc. Pastors of churches should do 

the same today. Even the attempt of some to use “Brother 

John,” is another version of this error. First name basis, it 

seems, is New Testament practice. I think it only swells 

the ego and pride of pastors to be called “Pastor John,” 

“Pastor John,” “Pastor John,” for years and years. If I were 

your pastor, then just call me John. Calling me “Pastor 

John” would not only add a level of impersonality; it 

would make me unapproachable, and make you feel 

like not being my friend. Don’t contradict the Bible by 

calling me anything other than just John! Don’t tempt me 

to get on a power trip; or put me into a mentality where I 

might slip into ruling and controlling you like a 5-year old 

who doesn’t know how to do anything! I am not your fa-

ther, God is. I am just a guide to Him; and at that, a very 

broken and frail one, who needs all the help from Jesus I 

can get! 

 

2. 1 Timothy 3:2-5: “The overseer is to be above re-

proach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, 

respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to 

drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, 

not a lover of money. He must manage his own family 

well and see that his children obey him, and he must do 

so in a manner worthy of full respect. (If anyone does 

not know how to manage his own family, how can he 

take care of God’s church?)” How often is this passage 

of Scripture overlooked by pastors! God Himself only 
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knows. The pastor must “love his wife as Christ loves the 

church, and gave himself up for her” (Ephesians 5:25). 

This is a challenging passage towards self-sacrificing love 

on the part of husbands for their wives’ sakes. And if hus-

bands are commanded to do this, then the pastor all the 

more! I believe all pastors of churches must first learn to 

be good family men. This is their training ground for pasto-

ral ministry. If a man cannot learn to be a loving husband 

and father, then he will not learn to be a loving pastor. A 

pastor should not be a prideful arrogant macho man, a 

chauvinistic woman-hater, a negligent husband or father, a 

wife-beater, nor an abuser of women that treats them like 

doormats; the pastor must not be like a biker nor a gang 

leader, nor a “tough guy,” especially if he is involved in 

ministry outreach to criminals, drug users, alcoholics, bik-

ers, or is involved in an inner city urban street ministry, or 

prison ministry. 

   Such tough guy pastors often get into joking around and 

calling people names, emasculating other men to make 

themselves feel superior; putting people down, insulting 

them, hating, and belittling people with verbal abuse in a 

condescending and demeaning manner, always go-

ing unchecked, and without an apology. There can be an 

expectation in such ministries to wear a leather jacket and 

be the “tough guy” that macho ex-gang members can look 

up to. But still, our example is Jesus. The Word of God 

tells pastors to be above reproach, temperate, self-

controlled, respectable, hospitable, gentle, not quarrel-

some, etc. The macho tough guy persona has to go! There 

is no such thing as a mean-spirited pastor in the Bible! 

BOLDNESS in evangelism? Yes. PREACHING 
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AGAINST SIN? Yes. CONFRONTATION of rebellious 

antinomians, God-haters, and apostates? Yes, if necessary. 

But preach the truth in LOVE (Eph. 4:15). Otherwise, in-

stead of sanctifying your congregation...you'll just end up 

turning into a jerk who says rude things to people! 

 

3. Ephesians 6:4: “Fathers, provoke not your children 

to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admon-

ition of the Lord.” Fathers, which are the primary instru-

ments of discipline in the family (Heb. 12), are not to pro-

voke their children to wrath, or extreme hatred and anger, 

through unreasonably excessive punishments and disci-

plines. Parents should love their children with kindness; 

nurture them emotionally and intellectually, and “admon-

ish” or teach them what is right according to the Word of 

God. Parental abuse: verbal, emotional, physical, can be 

the result of pastoral abuse. Proverbs 23:13-14: “Withhold 

not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with 

the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, 

and shalt deliver his soul from Hell.”  

   This passage, of course, was given as a wise direction to 

the covenant-keeping people of Israel. To the people who 

knew to love the Lord with all their heart and their neigh-

bor as their selves (Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18), as their highest 

calling. All correction of children must be done out of a 

motive of teaching the child what is morally wrong; so that 

they will learn to do what is right. Senseless beating, or 

bizarre, cruel torturing of children is not taught in this pas-

sage! Physical abuse has regrettably been rationalized by 

bad pastors and parents who misuse this passage. Spanking 

has its place, but James Dobson suggests it should mainly 
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be done from ages 1-5, and taper off, and stop at the age of 

9.
1
 I agree. I also think that it should be moderate and ac-

companied by a cool-headed explanation for why the pun-

ishment is being administered. 

 

4. 1 Peter 5:2-3: “Be shepherds of God’s flock that is 

under your care, watching over them--not because you 

must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to 

be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not 

lording it over those entrusted to you, but being exam-

ples to the flock.” An abusive pastor contradicts this 

Scripture over and over. 1. They hate being pastors. They 

only thing they might like is having a voice and the privi-

lege of preaching in the pulpit. But they hate managing 

relationships and counseling people; they have no compas-

sion. They are not like shepherds at all; and they do not 

tenderly treat their church members like sheep or lambs. 

They feel God is forcing them to do this; and they bear a 

grudge against God for putting them in this position. They 

hold grudges against people in their church, they hate peo-

ple in their church, and have hearts full of bitterness. 2. 

They pressure their church members to give more to the 

church; and they offend in this frequently. They are not 

honest in their financial dealings with the church. They set 

financial goals for the church much higher than is reasona-

ble or necessary for the people under their care. 3. They 

“lord it over the flock,” or require unquestioning submis-

sion and obedience to the pastor. Anyone with an analyti-

                                                           
1
 James Dobson, The New Dare to Discipline (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale 

House, 1992), p. 65. 
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cal or critical mind, who asks questions, who thinks criti-

cally, is accused of being a sower of discord, of having a 

rebellious spirit, of being under the influence of a demon 

called “the accuser of the brethren” (Rev. 12:10). It doesn't 

matter if church members or visitors have valid, Bible-

based questions, constructive criticism of the pastor, or any 

feedback: all of this is unreasonably shot down as “rebel-

lion,” and because the pastor is on such an authoritarian, 

totalitarian, tyrannical, power trip, he even goes so far as to 

call these questions “sins” for which people have to “re-

pent” in order to get right with God! Any slight difference 

of opinion with the pastor, about anything, is immediately 

and unreasonably construed as rebellion against God Him-

self!  

   The pastor could even be in serious sin, indulging in lux-

uries or getting inappropriately close to other women; the 

pastor could be gravely wrong about something, and still 

the church staff would be expected to “obey” him uncriti-

cally; without any point of reference to the Word of God! 

He could be a prosperity gospel preacher, living high on 

the hog, while church members are languishing in the 

pains of poverty, while he does not provide ministry ser-

vices for economic empowerment or poverty alleviation. 

This is unacceptable for a pastor. Hebrews 13:17: “Obey 

them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: 

for they watch for your souls, as they that must give ac-

count, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for 

that is unprofitable for you.” Truly this passage is abused 

by authoritarian pastors. The emphasis of the text is always 

laid on the character and behavior of the church members. 

But the pastors, or “them that have rule over you” are 
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meant to be godly enough in the eyes of Scripture and Je-

sus to be men of love and holiness to such a degree that 

they “watch for your souls,” and are men of joy. True, 

church members should not give nice, kind pastors a hard 

time. But neither should dominating, tyrannical, Tyranno-

saurus rex pastors abuse this Scripture to brow-beat church 

staff and members to uncritically submit to their authority! 

Biblical passages about obedience are between Christians 

and Jesus; and NEVER are they in reference to some 

twisted, unquestioning obedience to an abusive pastor's 

directions! 

 

5. Isaiah 42:3: “A bruised reed shall He not break, and 

the smoking flax shall He not quench.” God is not a 

ruthless tyrant. Although He is the King of Kings and Lord 

of Lords, in His character He is the Father of Mercies. He 

loves everyone; and is not willing that any life should per-

ish from that which He created it. Hell is God’s last 

straw for the impenitent and godless. But Hell is the ex-

treme opposite of God’s plans for mankind. On the contra-

ry, God is trying to draw all men up to Heaven through the 

cross of Jesus, through His mercy and grace and love, 

through faith in His Son. Through His Holy Spirit, God is 

always involved in this drawing work (John 12:32). The 

text quoted above from the prophet Isaiah, shows us the 

grace and mercy of God towards those who have been 

beaten down by the world, the flesh, and devil, and even 

beaten and crushed by the discipline of God. If you 

have been bruised, God will not break you; if your spiritual 

and emotional zeal is about to die out, God will not snuff 

you out. He will allow mortification to run its course in 



11 

 

your life through repeated trials, tribulations, pains, and 

sufferings--but God will “not let you be tempted beyond 

what you can bear” (1 Cor. 10:13).  

   Satan, on the other hand, is a ruthless, abusive tyrant. 

The devil “wears out the saints of the most High” (Dan. 

7:25). An abusive pastor is a child of the devil (John 8:44). 

An authoritarian, hyper-critical pastor will verbally and 

emotionally abuse you; if you are depressed, going through 

tragedy, and poverty, and life-threatening illness: it doesn’t 

matter. The abusive pastor is demon-possessed, a foul 

stench secretes from him; he will tempt you beyond what 

you can bear, he will make your life absolutely unbearable, 

will wear down all true saints who are trying to live for the 

Lord; he will even put you down for being a sissy, a wimp, 

a loser, opinionated, if you even so much as whimper un-

der the pressure and stress of your situations. Also, an abu-

sive pastor will accuse church members about things that 

are not true (calling it “rebuking”), require that they admit 

it, confess it, “repent” from it, in order to “get right” with 

the pastor and God.  

   This demonic pastor will be overbearing, requiring that 

all people, including his pastoral staff, be punctual and at-

tend all church events, and never be late. Thus this evil 

pastor brainwashes, and breaks down the will of the peo-

ple, much like a horse trainer. Rather than seeing pastoral 

ministry as a good shepherd tending a flock of sheep--he 

sees pastoral ministry from the perspective of a harsh drill 

sergeant, whose sole responsibility before God is to train 

up soldiers for the “army” of the Lord. Lording it over the 

flock like this is nothing new; it has been among authori-

tarian cults and heretics for ages. But in the recent past, 
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it has taken hold on independent charismatic churches 

through the “covering” teaching found in Watchman Nee’s 

Spiritual Authority (1972), Derek Prince’s Discipleship, 

Shepherding, Commitment (1976), and John Bevere’s Un-

der Cover (2001). All of these books teach charismatic 

Christians that they are to obey their pastors in all things--

not because they are right--but because they are appointed 

as God’s delegated authorities! Be warned! 

 

6. 2 Corinthians 9:7: “Each of you should give what 

you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion.” I wish pastors would just stop 

right there, but in many churches it has become a custom 

to give an “offering message” just before tithe and offering 

time. This is manipulation, guilt-tripping, and financial 

control. There is no need for such outrageous “offering 

messages”; people get the idea when the offering plate is 

passed around (which is awkward and pressuring enough). 

I say, put an offering chest by the entrance of the church, 

guarded by trustworthy male greeters, and let God deal 

with people’s hearts about tithes and offerings! (Mark 

12:41-44). Shut your mouth about the money, preacher! 

Don’t put these dear people, whom God loves, under com-

pulsion and fundraising obligations! 2 Kings 12:9: “Jehoi-

ada the priest took a chest and bored a hole in its lid. He 

placed it beside the altar, on the right side as one enters the 

temple of the Lord. The priests who guarded the entrance 

put into the chest all the money that was brought to the 

temple of the Lord.” Sounds good to me. Get rid of the of-

fering messages and the offering plates: it puts the people 

under compulsion. Stop talking about the financial needs 
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of the church! It’s dishonorable, shameful, and embarrass-

ing to the Lord! 

 

7. Mark 16:17: “In My name they will cast out de-

mons.” Pastors of independent charismatic churches are 

commanded by Christ to cast out demons, just like all 

Christians are; but such pastors are usually the only ones 

who actually try to do this. And when they do, it is often 

misguided and leads to verbal, mental, emotional, and psy-

chological abuse. This abuse is also anti-psychiatry, anti-

counseling, and anti-medicine. It finds a demon under eve-

ry rock and shrub; and behind every tree. Although Luther 

said, “And though this world with devils filled, should 

threaten to undo us,” the abusive charismatic “deliverance 

minister” says that through his dreams and visions, he is 

able to use the gift of discerning of spirits, and point out 

the existence of demons in his church members’ lives on a 

regular basis, for their own good. And through his fre-

quent mystical revelations of said demons in his church 

members, he then “speaks to the demon, not the person,” 

and shouts, and screams, lays his hands on their heads, 

commanding demons to come out in Jesus’ name. For “the 

effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” 

(James 5:16).  

   The abusive pastor may even use certain sins confessed 

(dirty information), during such deliverance sessions, to 

control and blackmail that person later on, in order to re-

gain influence over that person in the church, for whatever 

reason. This is a false view of deliverance ministry. Every 

time Jesus and the apostles cast out demons, it was because 

a person had come to them for help due to mental illness 
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and demonic harassment; or like the man in the Gadarenes, 

who spoke in the voice of devils in the first person (Luke 

8:26-39); or the fortune teller in the book of Acts who was 

harassing Paul (Acts 16:17). The true exorcist is not a 

“demon hunter”: he does not spend time in prayer just try-

ing to discover demons in his church members, so that he 

can harass them with his fake, abusive exorcism prayers. 

The true deliverance minister will cast out demons as the 

need arises; but he will focus most of his time preaching 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and teaching the New Testa-

ment principles of holiness. 

 

8. James 5:16: “Confess your sins to each other and 

pray for each other so that you may be healed.” A 

Scripture like this can be useful, but only if done with peo-

ple you know and love, and who--regardless of their posi-

tion in your church--you personally trust and feel comfort-

able with. If you don’t feel comfortable confessing your 

sins to a certain church leader, the Bible does not obligate 

you to. Abusive church leaders can and will use your con-

fessions against you: small group leaders, who tell you 

they love you in the Lord, will act as informants for the 

pastoral staff, and talk bad about you behind your back, as 

they “pray” for you. They are not Catholic priests, under a 

solemn vow of silence, under the supervision of a hierar-

chy. A non-denominational church leader can easily use 

your confessions against you, to blackmail you, intimidate, 

and insult you. In both counseling and the pulpit, they will 

suggest that you are sick because you lack commitment to 

the church, you’re not a faithful church member, because 

you won’t enter into the expected “covenant relationship” 
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with the church, you won’t forsake your independent spir-

it, critical thinking, personal identity, or self-made ideas of 

“spiritual discernment,” etc.  

   If a pastor insults you privately or publicly, no apology is 

to be expected from him; rather, an apology and “repent-

ance” is to be expected from you, for harboring the sin of 

“offense.” And this is the only way to be healed, in this 

view. This is mind control abuse. This is not real friend-

ship; it’s all pressure and control-oriented leadership. Far 

be it from these types of people to be used by the Holy 

Spirit as instruments of healing! Such people are not moti-

vated by the love of God; they have the devil inside them. 

John 5:42: “I know you. I know that you do not have the 

love of God in your hearts.” They will hurt you by remind-

ing you of your sins, or keep bringing up false sins which 

they perceive they have seen in you; and if you refuse to 

admit them, it means you refuse to submit to the pastor, 

which makes you a rebel. With an abusive pastor, every-

thing in the way they look at you, is with point of reference 

to your obedience or rebellion to their directions and ad-

vice; they see you like a 5-year old, even if you are a 25-

year old. Their arrogance knows no bounds. You will only 

be worse off if you ask for such an abuser to hear your 

confessions and pray for your healing! A church like that 

is only going to mess you up! 

 

9. 1 Timothy 5:19: “Do not entertain an accusation 

against an elder unless it is brought by two or three 

witnesses.” Abusive pastors use this verse to suggest that 

the pastor and his staff cannot be questioned about any-

thing; and that it is a sin to speak any negative criticism, 
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constructive or frustrated, about them. Even with two or 

three witnesses. To them this is REBELLION and THE 

SIN OF WITCHCRAFT (1 Sam. 15:23). Obviously, this 

opens the door to countless errors being continued in by 

the pastor and his staff against church members. Because 

sanctification is a growing process, it is virtually impossi-

ble for such a pastor and his staff to make any personal 

adjustments or moral improvements, because they refuse to 

be open to correction. Proverbs 12:1: “He that hates cor-

rection is a fool.” Such pastors are fools; especially since 

they could receive correction humbly, privately, and dis-

creetly. They might have a “Contact Us” email on their 

church website, where you can supposedly express any 

questions, comments, or concerns. But the likelihood is 

that these emails will be ignored, filtered out, and blocked; 

and will be interpreted by them as an “attack” from the en-

emy through you: again the “accuser of the brethren” con-

cept (Rev. 12:10).  

   They are so arrogant, and so high on their horses, that 

they feel nobody is qualified enough to speak correction 

into their lives, even if that correction is based on Scrip-

ture, and the truth is spoken in love (Eph. 4:15). A sort ‘ol 

boys club mentality surrounds them, where the pastor’s 

ego must be stroked, by his ever affirmative church staff of 

self-interested sycophants (yes men, brown-nosers, and 

suck ups). They become a law unto themselves. They do 

what is right in their own eyes, excluding all outside input, 

as probably coming from the world or the devil. Beware of 

such churches, where the pastors discourage negative criti-

cism, concerned questions, etc.  
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   On the other hand, if you see things among the pastoral 

staff that seriously bother you, be polite about it, but don’t 

let them intimidate you, publicly retaliate against you, or 

pull you into their intimidating lions’ den (the pastor’s of-

fice). There needs to be a kind of leveling, where they 

don’t think they are so high and mighty. If they insist 

on speaking in person, offer to speak at a coffee shop or 

fast food restaurant. If you go into their domain, they will 

likely be more unwilling to listen to anything you have to 

say. They are like how the Pharisees reacted to Stephen, 

after he exclaimed, “You always resist the Holy Spirit!” 

(Acts 7:51). “At this they covered their ears and, yelling at 

the top of their voices, they all rushed at him” (7:57). They 

cover their ears and rush at you with anger! Childish! But 

what do you expect with these kind of people? Maturity, 

humility, patience, and compassion? No way! 

 

10. Matthew 20:25-28: “Jesus called them to Himself 

and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord 

it over them, and those who are great exercise authori-

ty over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but 

whoever desires to become great among you, let him be 

your servant. And whoever desires to be first among 

you, let him be your slave—just as the Son of Man did 

not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life 

a ransom for many.’” This is in direct contradiction to the 

idea taught in John Bevere’s Under Cover (especially Sec-

tion 3) and the teachers of the shepherding movement. 

Their doctrine is one of unquestioning submission and 

obedience to the pastor’s directions, whether you think he 

is right or wrong.  
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   The rationalization for this false doctrine of pastoral min-

istry is based on Romans 13:1-2, where the apostle Paul 

orders Christians to be submissive to the civil authorities: 

the government, the police, etc. Bevere and the shepherd-

ing movement teach, however, that in like kind, PASTORS 

have equal authority over Christians’ spiritual lives as does 

THE GOVERNMENT. That is, one of unquestioning obe-

dience; this always puts the pastor on a demonic, anti-

Biblical POWER TRIP. Paul, no doubt, thought that the 

Roman government was vile and corrupt, filled with vice, 

as Romans 1 condemns many of the things that Caesar was 

guilty of. However, because these governing authorities 

were “appointed by God,” even though we may not think 

they are right in all they do, Christians have to make the 

choice to obey the civil laws they have set down for the 

order of society.  

   All that Paul is saying in Romans 13 is that he does not 

want the Christians, who are already suffering persecution 

in Rome, to make their lives even harder by becoming re-

bellious to the government, or seditious, and anarchistic. 

Paul is not talking about pastors at all in this passage. It is 

a sign of immaturity and poor hermeneutics to teach that 

Romans 13:1-2 also applies to the “spiritual authority” of 

pastors, and that they should “rule the church” in like kind 

to “the rulers of the Gentiles”; and that pastors 

should “lord it over them” (Matt. 20:25). This is 

a DIRECT CONTRADICTION to the teaching of Jesus! 

Some believe this was part of the heresy of Nicolaism, 

mentioned in Revelation 2:6, 15. It just goes to show that 

true and sound doctrine can be discovered by allowing 

Scripture to interpret Scripture; and not taking passages 
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out of their original context, and applying them to some-

thing else. In the case of Romans 13:1-2, abusive pastors 

take this passage on submission to the government (Cae-

sar, the president, the governor); and then they twist it, and 

make it apply to the pastor of the local church, thus direct-

ly contradicting what Jesus taught in Matthew 20:25-28! 

 

----- 

 

AGAINST ONE-UPMANSHIP 

 

11. Colossians 2:18: “Let no one disqualify you, insist-

ing on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in de-

tail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sen-

suous mind.” This verse is often misused by pastors to 

discredit or discourage seers and prophets from sharing 

prophetic dreams and visions in their churches. It’s clear in 

Scripture that pastors are supposed to facilitate prophecy 

and not quench the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:17; 1 Cor. 14; 1 

Thess. 5:19-22). But out of jealousy of these spiritually 

gifted Christians, they try to marginalize them and set 

themselves up as sober minded and responsible, in the 

name of protecting the church from error. All things must 

be done with love and faith. Rejecting visions needs to be 

just as welcome as accepting visions, so long as they agree 

with the Word of God (Isaiah 8:20). But if a pastor rejects 

all visions as belonging to the realm of the “super-spiritual 

charismaniacs,” then he will abuse the prophets of God 

sent to encourage and warn the church, and be answerable 

to Christ for his unbelief!  
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   There are some Gnostics in this world, to which Colos-

sians 2:18 is referring: the modern application of this 

would likely be to those who follow the New Age move-

ment, who truly do “worship angels” and have a “sensuous 

mind,” without regard for the sanctity of marriage, and are 

unrestrained, flirtatious, promiscuous, and sexually im-

moral. However, to use this passage against traditional 

Pentecostals, for example: those who believe much like the 

Assemblies of God, but who prophesy through visions--to 

use Colossians 2:18 against such Pentecostals, even when 

they repent and believe the Gospel, and love the Bible--is a 

great error. It is a Sadducee spirit to behave like this: pow-

erless, lifeless, and carnal, to which Jesus would say, “You 

are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the 

power of God” (Matt. 22:29). On the other hand, there are 

carnal charismatic prophets that get “puffed up” unreason-

ably, because they have visions and others don’t; and this 

is not the spirit of love (1 Cor. 8:1). 

 

AGAINST ANTI-INTELLECTUALISM 

 

12. Isaiah 1:18: “Come now, and let us reason together, 

saith the Lord.” Much like the one-upmanship abuse 

mentioned before, abusive pastors tend to be against their 

church members getting a theological education; or even 

sometimes any college degree. The reason for this is fairly 

simple: it is harder to control educated people. If the pas-

tor knows more than his church members do about the Bi-

ble, church history, Christian books and theologians, then 

he can steer the people in any direction he wants, and have 

little to no dissent or argumentation over church doctrines. 
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   The problem, however, in evangelical churches is that 

they emphasize personal Bible study; this is even more of 

a problem for pastors of non-denominational charismatic 

churches, who tend to overemphasize experience of the 

Holy Spirit rather than knowledge of the Word of God. 

When members of charismatic churches study their Bibles, 

it raises many questions in their minds about God, the 

Christian life, and the church; and they start to think criti-

cally about everything. These questions are often directed 

to the pastor; and when they are directed, if the pastor can 

find a satisfying answer for the church member, then eve-

rything is okay. But if the pastor disagrees with the church 

member’s interpretation, application, and conclusion of the 

Biblical passage, he will likely reply with an insult or some 

belittling speech, reasserting that he has spiritual authority 

over his church; and might even discourage the church 

member from too much Bible study.  

   If the church member has been told he is called to the 

ministry, then the pastor will likely discourage him from 

getting a theology degree, because it could mean that he 

will know as much or more than the pastor, and this is too 

much for the pastor’s ego to handle. The church member 

must be subjugated underneath the domineering pastor, 

and this is most easily accomplished when the pastor is the 

intellectual leader of the church, and everyone else has to 

rely on him for their knowledge of God. It is a throwback 

to pre-Reformation days, when the Catholic laity were ex-

pected to rely on the priests for all of their knowledge of 

God and life: unquestioningly, unswervingly, and obedi-

ently. 

 



22 

 

AGAINST MEDICAL NEGLECT 

 

13. James 5:15: “The prayer offered in faith will make 

the sick person well.” This passage is as true today as it 

was when it was written, but we are a post-Enlightenment 

culture, and not so apt to believe for healing miracles. Our 

faith is weak; Jesus said the apostles’ faith was weak 

(Matt. 17:20). If strong faith is a prerequisite for this kind 

of healing, then it needs to be practiced and exercised 

through healing services, or the faith that was gained 

will soon be lost. If a Pentecostal pastor chooses to venture 

into the arena of divine healing ministry, he should do so 

cautiously and humbly. He should still have a very high 

regard for doctors and medicine, as Luke the physician did, 

who wrote the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts (Col. 

4:14).  

   Professional medical attention should never be ig-

nored due to “lack of faith”--true there is a lack of faith, 

but not concerning salvation--concerning healing. And this 

is nothing to be ashamed of since there are so few practi-

tioners of divine healing these days. Pentecostal pastor, 

hear me: if there is someone in your church with a medical 

crisis, it is your responsibility to encourage medical treat-

ment! But in addition to that treatment, use what faith you 

have, and pray for healing! If not, God will teach you 

through the harsh taskmaster of the court system! You will 

find yourself being taken to court, sued, and fined or even 

jailed for leading people to extreme sickness or death, 

through teaching them to rely on faith alone for healing. 

Befriend medicine! Befriend faith! They are not mutually 

exclusive. All that matters: people are healed and helped. 
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AGAINST CARNALITY 

 

14. Matthew 7:15-20: “Beware of false prophets, who 

come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 

ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. 

Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from 

thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but 

a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad 

fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree 

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know 

them.” Jesus warns us against false pastors, false proph-

ets--they are hypocritical religious actors, who pretend to 

be calm and harmless like sheep in public, but in their 

hearts, they are “ravenous” or extremely hungry to “eat 

up” the lives of the sheep in their churches; and like 

wolves, they devour, destroy, and consume the spiritual 

life within them (they are spiritually abusive).  

   Bad “fruit” is a symbol of bad behaviors or outcomes 

that the pastor puts on the church members. They manifest 

the works of the flesh: “adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 

lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, 

outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 

envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like” (Gal. 

5:19-21)--if not literally, then at least in spirit; far be it 

from them to express the character traits of the Holy Spirit, 

or, that which you would expect to see exhibited in the life 

of a good pastor or true prophet: “the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faith-

fulness, gentleness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23). Don’t al-

low yourself to be deceived. Wicked men, including evil 
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pastors, will not inherit the kingdom of God, will not be 

saved, will not go to Heaven (Gal. 5:21). To go to the 

church of an evil and abusive pastor, is to allow yourself to 

be guided by a man who is unregenerate, and not even 

born again!  

    But you say, “On their church website, their statement 

of faith is evangelical; there is no error in their doctrine; 

they have sound doctrine; they are orthodox.” Yes, but the 

pastor is still a false prophet if he is steadily manifesting 

the works of the flesh; and is not cultivating the fruit of the 

Holy Spirit. Orthodoxy (right doctrine) is not good enough 

by itself; while it is essential to have sound doctrine (Titus 

2:1)--it is equally important for the pastor and church staff 

to be demonstrating orthopraxy (right practice). If they do 

not, then they are just like the Pharisees, of whom Jesus 

said, “They do not practice what they preach!” (Matt. 

23:3). A church may not be a “cult” in the doctrinal sense, 

but they may certainly be a “cult” in the behavioral sense. 

While no church is perfect (or sinless), a “good 

fruit” pastor will at least be leaning towards the behavioral 

traits of the fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

 

15. Ephesians 5:4: “Nor should there be obscenity, fool-

ish talk or coarse joking.” Matthew 5:28: “I tell you 

that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart.” With the 

popular acceptance of movies in evangelical Christian life, 

with the repudiation of fundamentalist censorings, and 

with a free attitude of grace under the idea that the perfect 

righteousness of Christ covers our present sins like a 

cloak--we have a lot of pastors now who even indulge in 
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cussing, from their pulpits! (Mark Driscoll is a recent ex-

ample.) This is so outrageous it seems nothing should have 

to be said. But apparently Jesus and Paul felt it had to be 

said, so I’ll remind you now: people who live like this will 

not inherit salvation. It can become accelerated, when 

mixed with harassment, verbal abuse, and insulting “re-

bukes” from the pastor. 

 

AGAINST FALSE COUNSELING 

 

16. Proverbs 11:14: “Where no counsel is, the people 

fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” 
Who is right? Who is doing the counseling? From what 

source of knowledge, wisdom, and understanding is the 

counsel coming from? If the counseling is Bible-based, 

that is a good sign, but is not good enough, because Satan 

gave twisted Biblical counsel to Jesus (Matt. 4). Abusive 

pastors, or false counselors, twist the Scriptures just like 

Satan. So, how do you know who is right and who is 

wrong? By reading the New Testament for yourself; and 

relying on the internal witness of the Holy Spirit, which 

you have received by faith in the Gospel of Christ. But 

even this, it seems, is not good enough. The Word says, 

“In the multitude of counselors there is safety”: for 

the spirit, soul, and body.  

   I think it becomes absolutely necessary for all who 

would be responsible, wise, and good pastors, not only 

to purchase but study peer-reviewed reference works, such 

as Drs. Tim Clinton and Ron Hawkins’ The Popular Ency-

clopedia of Christian Counseling (2011), which is a sum-

mary of the accumulated wisdom of the American Associ-
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ation of Christian Counselors (AACC); on another level, 

the responsible, godly pastor might also consider pursuing 

a counseling license: the Board Certified Pastoral Counse-

lor (BCPC) license, which encompasses wisdom with how 

to wisely handle an array of emotional and spiritual prob-

lems that church members face, including psychiatric and 

mental health issues. But people without a good counsel-

ing-pastor should try to find the most godly, consistent, 

faithful Christians they know—who have years of experi-

ence, a gift for wisdom and advice; spiritual guides and 

advisors. 

   I think the AACC, which is the largest organization of 

Christian counselors, is the best and most responsible, and 

most authoritative, concerning this discipline. However, I 

disagree with their 2014 statement against conversion ther-

apy for gays; this being because some have abused homo-

sexuals by this means. The AACC once tolerated conver-

sion therapy, but now only urges gays to remain celibate. I 

see this as problematic for the salvation of gays. 1 Corin-

thians 6:11 definitely shows us that ex-gay counseling is 

Biblical; but this should be done with love and gentleness. 

   As with all things, the opinions of the AACC should be 

judged and evaluated by a plain reading of the New Tes-

tament; and a Reformed, Puritan, or Wesleyan understand-

ing of the Gospel and the Christian life. There are some-

times cheap grace counselors who overreact to authoritar-

ian and legalistic abuses; but antinomian counseling is not 

the way of righteousness, and is again, a false type of 

counseling. The only counseling that delivers souls is that 

which is solidly grounded in a soteriology of Romans and 

the Protestant Reformation.  
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AGAINST ABUSIVE MARRIAGE COUNSELING 

 

17. Mark 10:9: “What God has joined together, let no 

one separate.” It is the pastor’s job to marry those he 

judges to be committed Christians and loving companions. 

It is not, however, the pastor’s job to counsel or encourage 

people to get divorced! This is between them and God! If 

God has joined two people together, then it is a sin for a 

pastor to intervene, drive a wedge, and tell them to get di-

vorced, to separate them, or to come between them in any 

way. Marriage counseling should always be geared to-

wards reconciliation and not separation. If separation has 

already occurred, that is another matter. If abuse is going 

on, again that is another matter. But if people are just “not 

getting along,” it is totally anti-Biblical to make people 

separate or encourage them to get divorced! To be sure, 

God will punish the pastor who does this, no matter how 

well intentioned he may be! God says in Malachi 2:16: “I 

hate divorce and I hate a man clothing himself with vio-

lence as with a garment.” 

 

AGAINST THE ABUSE OF HELL 

 

18. Luke 17:29: “The same day that Lot went out of 

Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from Heaven, and 

destroyed them all.” This quote from Jesus is the first 

time that the phrase “fire and brimstone” is mentioned in 

the New Testament; it appears several other times by the 

pen of the apostle John in the Book of Revelation, as a de-

scription of the Lake of Fire (14:10; 19:20; 20:10; 21:8). 

These passages are horrific to non-Christians, lukewarm 
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Christians, and the spiritually unsure. Those who are un-

sure about their commitment to Christ often straighten up 

their lives upon consideration of such fearful passages. The 

fear of Hell, Solomon Stoddard rightly said, restrains men 

from sin. But this doctrine can be easily abused. It is true 

that God is angry with the wicked every day (Ps. 7:11); it 

is also true that Hell is real, and that all of those whose 

names are not written in the Book of Life, will be thrown 

into the Lake of Fire for ever and ever! This is dreadful! 

Dread should grip your soul if you know you are impeni-

tent or refusing to trust in Christ and His cross in any area 

of your life!  

   On the other hand, there are some independent funda-

mental Baptist pastors who do not preach the whole coun-

sel of God concerning this. They preach Hell, but in a 

twisted manner: a style that does not preach the law or the 

full Gospel; it does not offer the hearers salvation through 

justification and sanctification. It leaves the people in a 

plain dread of Hell; and is twisted into a perpetual, fear-

inducing means of mind control. All sorts of un-Biblical 

and even anti-Biblical rules can be placed on church mem-

bers by abusive pastors, with the added meaning that they 

will “go to Hell” if they don’t do this or that thing the pas-

tor says.  

   It becomes then, extremely important for all who would 

truly understand the doctrine of Hell in its traditional and 

Biblical sense, to read the 1689 Baptist Confession, Chris-

topher Morgan's Is Hell for Real or Does Everyone Go to 

Heaven? (2011), and just a study of Hell in the New Tes-

tament. During such a study, you will get a sense of what 

“damnable sins” are: or what the New Testament clearly 
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says on the question of which specific sins send souls to 

Hell. 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 is one such passage. It says, 

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, 

nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodo-

mites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revil-

ers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.” 

Here we have a list of sinful practices (and lifestyles) that 

debar and forbid souls from entrance into Heaven. If these 

sins are continued in until death, you go to Hell. But there 

are several other passages in the New Testament like this. 

“Inheriting the kingdom of God” means going to Heav-

en; but not inheriting it, means going to Hell.  

   I would advise caution on two sides concerning the doc-

trine of Hell. On the one side, avoid abusive pastors who 

simply “use” the doctrine of Hell as a means of mind con-

trol through fear, as they can be easily identified by their 

lack of citation of the Bible and its Hell-deserving sins, 

and how they also create their own made up sins which 

they say also send people to Hell. On the other hand, avoid 

the cheap grace counselors mentioned before, who tend to 

overreact to Hell-abusers, and leave you with the false im-

pression that Hell is nothing to be feared or thought about; 

or that it is psychologically unhealthy to think about Hell. 

A New Testament study of Hell will correct both errors.  

 

AGAINST CLOTHING OBSESSIONS 

 

19. 1 Peter 3:3-4: “Your beauty should not come from 

outward adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and 

the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. Rather, it 
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should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of 

a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in 

God's sight.” Not wanting to detract from Peter’s direc-

tion to Christian women, pastors should also be careful not 

to abuse this passage and lay great emphasis on it, and get 

people all worked up, or even psychologically unstable, 

nervous, and preoccupied with their physical appearance. 

Some abusive ministers make all the women in their 

church wear prairie dresses, like on Little House on the 

Prairie; and the men are also held to a very strict dress 

code. (Not to say it’s bad if women want to wear prairie 

dresses.)  

   On the other hand, godly women should not dress them-

selves in a promiscuous or sexually immoral manner; be-

cause “whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has al-

ready committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matt. 

5:28), and for women to lead men on like this, is contrary 

to this teaching, and is akin to behaving like a prostitute. 

Hairdos, jewelry, and any clothing articles that bring un-

natural attention to a woman’s appearance is prideful and 

vain and seductive; and Peter wishes to guard Christian 

women from this worldly influence, and instead to instill 

in them a gentle and quiet spirit. But a gentle and quiet 

spirit should be demonstrated by the pastor, not only in the 

pulpit at times, but on other occasions; and especially by 

the pastor’s wife. If young women need more specific di-

rections about how to dress modestly, then the pastor’s 

wife; and not the pastor, might hold classes about such 

things, and teach it with love and gentleness (Titus 2:4). 
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AGAINST IRRESPONSIBLE PASTORS 

 

20. Ezekiel 34:2: “Thus says the Lord God to the shep-

herds”:--to the pastors of all Christian churches: woe to 

the pastors who feed themselves and do not feed their 

church members the Word of God, nor give them econom-

ic help in times of trouble, nor give any good wholesome 

counseling in times of crisis; woe to the abusive pastors, 

who selfishly live in luxury while they refuse to help their 

starving and enslaved church members! Woe to these poor 

excuses for pastors! (v. 2). These spiritual abusers have not 

strengthened the weak, have not healed the sick (although 

they may have pretended to), have not given any medical 

or economic help, they have avoided evangelistic outreach 

in the streets and avoided the lost, the poor and home-

less; and instead, spent all their time forcefully and cruelly 

ruling over their church members, controlling their lives. 

Woe to these disgusting wretches! (v. 4). 

   And so the “sheep were scattered because there was no 

shepherd,” no true shepherd, to guide them; they left these 

abusive churches and “became food for all the beasts of 

the field,” all the demons, abusers, manipulators, and God-

haters of this world, who destroyed and ruined what faith 

in Christ they had (v. 5). God is against these abusive pas-

tors, and is not on their side; and so, it is GOD who will 

lead His sheep away from these abusive churches (v. 10), 

even though the abusive pastors, in their deluded minds, 

will attribute this exodus to the devil; no longer will God 

allow His sheep to be so malnourished with such weak 

preaching and poor fellowship (v. 10); no longer will God 

allow these abusive pastors to live high on the hog, ripping 
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off their church members through offering messages, and 

religious extortion (v. 10). ENOUGH!  

   God will deliver His “flock from their mouths, that they 

may no longer be food for them” (v. 10); no longer, no 

more will these wolves in sheep’s clothing be allowed to 

eat up and prey upon their church members! GOD SAYS 

NO MORE! Because there are no truly responsible pastors 

in the land, GOD HIMSELF “will search for His sheep and 

seek them out...He will feed His flock, and make them lie 

down” in peace, in good churches, resting in the Holy 

Spirit, with true peace of mind (vv. 11, 15). GOD HIM-

SELF will lead them to peace where a true pastor preaches 

the Gospel of Peace (v. 25). GOD HIMSELF will “bind up 

the broken and strengthen the sick” (v. 16). The sheep will 

be safe in the good church that God leads them to; and His 

people will know God as their Lord through personal expe-

rience; and they will be free from the extra-Biblical legal-

ism and spiritual slavery from where they once were; and 

God will make them to “dwell safely, and no one shall 

make them afraid!” (vv. 27-28). 


